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Description : 

Prsentation de l'diteurWith an introduction by John BanvilleWinner of the Whitbread First Novel Award 
1996.To like something is to want to ingest it and, in that sense, is to submit to the world; to like something 
is to succumb, in a small but contentful way, to death.Tarquin Winot - hedonist, food obsessive, ironist and 
snob - travels a circuitous route from the Hotel Splendide in Portsmouth to his cottage in Provence. Along 
the way he tells the story of his childhood and beyond through a series of delectable menus, organized by 

season. But this is no ordinary cookbook, and as we are drawn into Tarquin's world, a far more sinister 
mission slowly reveals itself . . .Winner of the 1996 Whitbread First Novel Award, John Lanchester's The 
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Debt to Pleasure is a wickedly funny ode to food; an erotic and sensual culinary journey. Its elegant, 
intelligent and unhinged narrator is nothing less than a work of art himself.Revue de presseA remarkable 
achievement.Montreal GazetteA fully achieved work of artLanchester writes so stunningly well that one 
finds oneself laughing out loud at the perfection of his effectsa triumph.Independent (U.K.)Dazzling.This 
beautifully written, boldly self-indulgent book manages to instruct and amuse even as it appalls.Globe and 

MailDiabolically clever.Publishers WeeklyCoruscatingly, horribly funnyLanchester writes with beady-eyed 
exactitude and a fine aphoristic witTarquin is a splendid creation.The Observer (U.K.)A masterly debut from 
a writer whose gifts border on the demonic.Chicago TribuneAs if Brillat-Savarin and Nabokov met for lunch 

at a quiet dining room off the Rue Morgue. Entertaining and unexpected.Richard Bachmann, A Different 
Drummer BooksPrsentation de l'diteurWith an introduction by John BanvilleWinner of the Whitbread First 
Novel Award 1996.To like something is to want to ingest it and, in that sense, is to submit to the world; to 

like something is to succumb, in a small but contentful way, to death.Tarquin Winot - hedonist, food 
obsessive, ironist and snob - travels a circuitous route from the Hotel Splendide in Portsmouth to his cottage 

in Provence. Along the way he tells the story of his childhood and beyond through a series of delectable 
menus, organized by season. But this is no ordinary cookbook, and as we are drawn into Tarquin's world, a 
far more sinister mission slowly reveals itself . . .Winner of the 1996 Whitbread First Novel Award, John 
Lanchester's The Debt to Pleasure is a wickedly funny ode to food; an erotic and sensual culinary journey. 

Its elegant, intelligent and unhinged narrator is nothing less than a work of art himself. 


